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(Continued from page 59.) 

It is perfectly well known, and it 
is established on’ uncontrovertible 
proof, that the Christians called them- 
selves Brothers, Galileans, Naza- 
renes; it was only inthe course of the 
second century that they began to bear 
thename of Christians. Indeed it only 
requires a little reflection to be con- 
vinced of the impossibility of this 
denomination being adopted for 
the name of the sect in its ori- 
gin; for Christos being a Greek word, 
and the first Christians having, by 
their own statement been Jews, who 
spoke Hebrew and not Greek, they 
cannot be supposed to have taken 
their appellation from a foreign lan- 
guage. When the protection of the 
Roman Emperor, and particularly 
that of Constantine, established the 
new religion, then did its denomina- 
tion, adopted by the Greek adepts of 
Europe, Asia Minor, and !gypt, pre- 
vail, and henceforth we find them 
solely designated by the name of 
Christians, both in Greek and in La- 
tin; but previous to the time of the 
persecution of Nero, we have every 
reason to believe that no such sect 
was known to the people of Rome 
by the name of Christian. As 


to the Acts of the Apostles, we know . 


as little by whom and when they were 
written; andthe Acts of Peter, and 
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the tale of his fight with Sitio and 
his pretended execution at Rome un- 
der Nero, where he never went, are 
confessedly absurd tales and fabrica- 
tions. 


The Christians, in the time of 


Tacitus, desirous of tracing their 
origin to a Jesus who had lived pre- 
vious to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, which they asserted he had pre- 
dicted, were moreover very anxious 
not to be confounded with the Jews, 
who, after the taking of their capital 
had lost theirliberty, and had become 
a general object of contempt. To 
avoid a similar fate, the new sectaries 
shewed themselves their inveterate 
enemies. 

The Nazarenes were so little no- 
ticed by the Jews themselves, that it 
is only in the second century that ap- 
peared the celebrated book called 
Sepher Toldos Jeschut, directed 
against the person of Jesus. In 
short, neither Jews nor Gentiles 
knew any thing about the existence 
of the new sect, till the second cen- 
tury. It is therefore in the writings 
selected by the Christians them- 
selves, that we are left to look for 
some indication of their real date. 

Among the anachrenisms to be 
found in our Gospels, we shall select 
some passages from Matthew, be- 
cause he is on all hands admitted to 
have preceded the three other evan- 
gelists. 

We read in Matth. chap. xxiii. v. 


. 35, the following curse against the 


Pharisees :— That upon you may 
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come all the righteous blood shed 
upon earth, from the blood of righ- 
teous Abel unto the blood of Zacha- 
rias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar.” 
Now, on looking over the Old Tes- 
tament and the historical works of 
Josephus, we find no such event re- 
corded, previous to the time when 
this curse was pronounced by Jesus ; 
but in the account of the siege of 
Jerusalem, Josephus states (Book 
iv. chap. xix.) that Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, was murdered in the tem- 
ple by the faction of Judas called the 
zealots. 'This shows evidently, that 
the Gospel of Matthew was written 
after that event, probably long after 
the taking of Jerusalem by Titus ; 
and by a direct consequence of this 
palpable anachronism of nearly 70 
years, it is manifest that the suppos- 
ed Jesus, who is said to have been 
executed in the reign of Tiberius, is 
a fictitious person, and that the words 
attributed to him in the above quoted 
passage, refer to a period nearly 70 
years posterior to the assumed date 
of his supposed death. Of course, 
the prediction of the fall of Jerusa- 
lem contained in the sequel of the 
same chapter of Matth. and in the 
following, becomes historical, or, at 
least, coincides with the commence- 
ment of the siege, when it was easy 
to foresee the impending fate of Je- 
rusalem, incapable of resisting the 
mighty power of Rome, especially at 
a time when the Jewish people were a 
prey to so many intestine feuds and 
fanatical parties; a" ong which that of 
Judas stood foremost. If Iam not 
mistaken, we have in Josephus a 
clue to the whole historical part of the 
Legend of Jesus, on which Christian- 
ity rests, andI think we can with a 
high degree of probability mark the 
individual upon whose life, death, say- 
ings and predictions, the whole gos- 
pel story has been built; at least, in 
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so far as it is connected with names 
and dates. The personage of whom 
[am going to speak, not only pre- 
dicted the fall of Jerusalem some 
years before it took place, but he was 
an enthusiastic preacher of morality, 
a virtuous man, and known to all Je- 
rusalem. His death was extraordi- 
nary, for he is said to have foretold it 
a moment before it took place, by an 
unforeseen accident. This happen- 
ed during the siege of Jerusalem, 
and is stated by Josephus nearly as 
follows :—* Four years before the 
siege, a peasant of the name of Je- 
sus, the son of Ananus, being pre- 
sent at the feast of the Tabernacles, 
rose and exclaimed—* A voice from 
the east ; a voice from the west; a 
voice from the four winds; a voice 
against Jerusalem and against the 
temple ; a voice against the newly 
married ; a voice against the whole 
peonle.” During four consecutive 
years this man repeated day and night 
the same words. Atlast during the 
siege, and while he was walking 
round the walls, he exclaimed: ‘*Woe 
to the city! Woe to the people!” 
and having added—** Woe to me!” 
a stone projected by one of the en- 
gines of the besiegers, threw him 
down, and he expired repeating the 
same words.” 

Now, let us compare this passage 
with the words of Jesus, in Matth. 
chap. xxiv. v. 2. “and Jesus said 
unto them, See ye all these things ? 
verily | say unto you, There shall 
not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown 
down.” and v. 19. * And woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days!” The 
same words are transcribed in Mark, 
chap. xiii: it is a literal copy of chap. 
xxiv. of Matthew, and in John, chap. 
vil. the same prediction is found, and 
it coincides with the celebration of 
the feast of the Tabernacles. 
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I think these quotations authorise 
us to establish a great resemblance, 
if not an absolute identity between 
the Jesus of Josephus and the Chris- 
tian Jesus; and the more soas the 
former is equaily stated to have been 
in the habit of going about preaching 
against the prevailing vices of his 
countrymen, and threatening them 
with a speedy punishment for their 
profligacy and crimes. Here we 
find a man bearing the same name, 
whose life, character and death and 
prophetic inspiration, render him a 
fit hero for a legend, afterwards em- 
bellished with the mythological dog 
mas of Methra and Serapis, and 
blended with the abstruse doctrines 
ofa visionary philosophy. The scene 
of action and the date of the events, 
is purposely carried about 60 years 
back, in order to give a higher degree 
of consideration to the marvellous 
story, and to involve its real origin 
in greater obscurity, and render it 
less subject to detection. A similar 
practice has often been adopted by 
the Jews in relation to their pretend- 
ed prophets, who are nothing else 
but poetical historians, or declamato- 
ry preachers foretelling what every 
one could easily foresee. To render 
their writings more venerable, and to 
_ give them a prophetic character, the 
Jews assigned their dates anterior to 
the events foretold. The confusion 
which in the Hebrew language exists 
from the present being often taken 
for the future tense, andthe ignorance 
of the Jewish nation, and its extra- 
ordinary credulity, made it an easy 
task for their priests to convert poet- 
ical descriptionsand figurative strains 
into real prophecies. Itis moreover 
well known, that Prophet was synon- 
imous with Poet or Songster among 
the Hebrews, who were ‘only said to 
be inspired just as the Greek bards. 
Besides, the law attributed to Moses 
expressly forbids divination, and the 


foretelling of future events. In the 
time of Samue! there existed col- 
leges of prophets, who were educated 
in the art of prophecy: these were 
mere poets or bards, who sung psalms 
or hymns, and preached in poetical 
strains tothe people. The true proph- 
ets, in our sense of the word, were 
proscribed and considered as impi- 
ous : such was the prophetess of En- 
dor, Balaam, and the prophetess 
Huldah. 
(To be Continued. ) 





For the Correspondent. 
Moses, Jrsus, ann Manomer. 


Mr. Fditor: with this you will 
receive a MS. translation from the 
Spanish; of a work entitled De Tri- 
bus Impostoribus, originally written 
in French, but the real author of 
which has never been ascertained. 
It is a very rare work, even in Eu- 
rope, and may, perhaps, gratify a 
number of your readers, should you 
give it a place in your paper. 

AMERICAN TRANSLATOR. 


Or Moses. 

The celebrated Moses, descend- 
ed, according to Justin Martyr, from 
a famous magician, was endowed 
with all the qualities calculated to 
raise him to that eminence which he 
afterwards acquired. All know that 
the Hebrews, of whom he was 
chief, were a nation of shepherds, 
whom the king, Pharaoh Osiris I. 
admitted into his kingdom, in con- 
sideration of the services which one 
of them had rendered him in a time 
of great famine, and cave them some 
land in the east of Feypt, in a coun- 
try very fertile in pasturage, conse- 
quently most fitted to maintain their 
herds, In the space of 200 years 
they multiplied considerably ; first, 
because being considered as stran- 
gers, they were not obliged to serve 
in the army; secondly, because in 
Consequence of the privileges that 
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Osiris conceded to them, many of 
the people of the country united 
themselves to them, and finally, 
because several bands of Arabs 
came and jomed them in quality of 
brothers, since they were of the 
same nation. ‘They increased sa 
marvellously, that the limits of Go- 


shen could not contain them; they 
spread over all Egypt, and gave 


Pharaoh cause to fear that they 
might enter into some undertaking 
dangerous to him, in case that !.gypt 
should be invaded, (as it then fre- 
quently happened) by the Ethiopi- 
ans, their implacable enemies. 
Sothata rason ¢ state obli- 
ged this prince to deprive them 
of their privileges, and to adopt 
means to diminish and exterminate 
them. 





Pharaoh Osiris called Busiris on 
account of his extreme cruelty, suc- 
ceeded Memnon, and followed the 
same plan with respect to the He- 
brews. Wishing to perpetuate his 
memory by erecting the pyramids, 
and building the city of Thebes, he 
ordered them to make the brick ne- 
cessary for the purpose, for which 
the earth of their country was well 
suited. During this period of 
slavery, the-celebrated Moses was 
born. Inthe same year, the king 
perceiving that there was no better 
way to exterminate this increase 
of strangers, ordered all the male 
children of the Hebrews to be 
thrown intothe Nile. Thus Moses 
was leftto perish in a basket cover- 
ed with bitumen, which his mother 
placed among bulrushes on_ the 
banks of the river. It so happen- 
ed, that Thermutis, daughter of 
Pharaoh, was at that time passing 
near the place, and hearing the 
cries of the child, the compassion so 
natural to the sex, induced her to 
save him. Osirsi being dead, Ther- 
mutis succeeded him, to whom Mo- 
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ses was presented, and she caused 
him to receive an education such as 
was worthy the child of a queen of 
a nation, at that time the most learn- 
ed and cultivated inthe world. Mo- 
ses thus acquired all the scien- 
ces which the Egyptians possessed. 
He was a great politician, a learned 


naturalist, and the magi or ma- 
gicians the most famous. of 
his ddy. Itis also probable that he 


was admitted mto the order of 
priesthood, which was in Egypt the 
same as that of the Druids in Gaul. 
Those who are ignorant of the form 
of government which then regulated 
Egypt, may, perhaps, not know that 
its famous dynasties were no more ; 


that it was entirely ruled by one 


sovereign, and divided into districts 
of small extent. ‘The governors of 
these districts called themselves 
monarchs, belonging generally to 
ihe powerful order of the priests, 
who possessed about one third part 
of Egypt. The king conferred 
these monarchies, and if credit may 
be given to those authors who have 
treated of Mose s, and we compare 
what they have stated with that 
which he is said to have written 
himself, itis easy to discover that he 
was monarch of the district of Go- 
shen, and owed his elevation to 
Thermutis. This is what Moses 
was in Egypt, where he found time 
and means to study the customs of 
the Egyptians, as well as those of 
his compatriots, their inclinations 
and reigning passions; the know- 
ledge of which afterwards enabled 
him to excite the revolution of 
which he was the prime mover. 
Thermutis being dead, her suc- 
cessor renewed the persecution of 
the Hebrews. Moses lost his favor 


and influence, and fearifig he could 
not justify some murders which he 
had committed, and that the most 
prudent step was flight, retired to 
Arabia-Petrea on the confines of 
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Egypt. Accident conducted him 
to the family, of a chief of one 
of the tribes of the country, 
who, for the services’ which 
he received from Moses, and the 
talents which he knew him to pos- 
sess, con eded to him his favor, and 
one of his daughters in marriage.— 
{tis not irrelevant to remark, that 
this Moses was so bad a Jew, and 
knew so little of the formidable 
God, whom he alterwards invented, 
that he united himself with an idol- 
atress, and neglected to circumcise 
his sons. 

it was in the deserts of Arabia, 
where, keeping the flocks of his fa- 
ther-in-law and brother-in-law, that 
he conceived the design of aveng- 
ing the injustice which had been 
done him by the king of Egypt, by 
introducing disorder and sedition in- 
to his states ; a project which he 
flattered ‘himself to accomplish, 
as much by his own talents 
as by the disposition which he 
knew his countrymen to pessess, 
already irritated avainst the govern- 
ment for its severe treatment. 

It appears, according to the histo- 
ry said to have been transmitted by 
Moses himself, that Jethro, his fa- 
ther-in-law,. was admitted mto the 
conspiracy, as well as his brother 
Aaron and his sister Miriam, who 
remained in Egypt, and with whom 
he probably held correspondence.— 
The execution demonstrates, that 
Moses, like a good politician, had 
formed a vast plan, and knew how 
te. avail himself of the sciences 
which he had acquired against 
Egypt ; that is to say, of his pre- 
tended magic. in which he was more 
subtle and dexterous than all who 
made profession of the same art in 
the court of Pharaoh. It was by 
these pretended prodigies he acqui- 
red the confidence of his country- 
men, and those who re-united with 
the. seditious and discontented 
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Egyptians, Ethiopians, and Arabs. 
Exaggerating the omnipotence of 
his divinity, the frequent interviews 
which he held with him, and mak- 
ing him enter into all his measures, 
he persuaded the principal agents 
in the rebellion, to follow him to 
the deserts of Arabia (which coun- 
try he knew perfectly) to the number 
of six hundred thousand fighting 
men, with their wives and children. 

After six days journey in a pain- 
ful retreat, he commanded his fol- 
lowers to consecrate the seventh to 
their God, for public rest, with the 
intention of making them believe 
that he favored them and approved 
of his government, and that no one 
should have the audacity to contra- 
dict him. 


Never has there existed a more 
ignorant, and consequently a more 
eredulous people than the Hebrew. 
They were abhorred by the Egyp- 
tians on account of their pastoral 
life, persecuted by its sovereign, and 
destined to the most vile labors.—> 
Inthe midst of a population of this 
kind, it was not very difficult for 
Moses to make the most of his tal- 
ents He persuaded them to be- 
lieve that his God (whom at times 
he called simply his angel) the God 
of his fathers had appeared to him ; 
that by his order he (Moses) had 
taken the charge of conducting 
them ; that he had chosen him for 
their governor, and that the people 
would be cherished by this God, and 
ihat they might always give credit to 
whatever were told them in his name. 
The good use which he made of 
these chimeras, and of the know- 
ledge of nature which he possessed, 
strengthened those exhortations, 
which, confirmed by what be called 
prodigies, served to make a deep 1m- 
pression on the imbecile populace. 
‘To hold the Hebrews submissive to 
his orders, he persuaded them that 
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this same God was their conductor, 
by night under the figure of° a co- 
lumn of fire, and by day under the 
form of acloud. But how easy it 
is to prove that this was one of the 
grossest tricks of this impostor.— 
During his residence in Arabia, he 
had observed, that as the country 
was vast and uninhabited, that those 
who travelled in caravans were ac- 
customed to take guides, who con- 
ducted at nigiit by means of a torch, 
the flame of which they followed, 
and during the day by the smoke 


which proceeded from it. Thus all 


persons could easily distinguish it, 
and consequently not go astray.— 
This custom was common to the 
Medes and Assyrians. Of this cus- 
tom, Moses availed himself, and 
made it pass for a miracle, and vis- 
ible sign of the protection of God. 
1 shall not be credited when I say 
that this same Moses is proved a de- 
ceiver, by reference to Numbers, 
chap. x. verses 19 to 33, where he 

ntreats his brother-in-law Hobad to 
gy with the Israelites and shew 
them the road, though he (Mo- 
ses) was himself well acquainted 
“with the country. If this same God 
was he who day and night walk- 
ed before Israel, either asa cloud 
or a pillar of fire, what better guide 
could he have desired? Where 
was the necessity of requesting his 
brother-in-law to serve him in that 
capacity ? 

(To be Continued. ) 





For the Correspondent. 
ENTERTAINING MINISTERS. 


Mr. Editor: There is a paper 
published ip this city called the 
Christian vidvocate, devoted to the 
Methodist Episcopal cause, and fil- 
led with the most ridiculous state- 
ments respecting revivals, missions, 
and other useless and unmeaning 
topics, the whole tendency of which 
is to extort money from the credu- 


lous, in order to pamper the priest- 
hood. In No. 22, a most bare-faced 
article of this kind appears, in the 
shape of a communication to the 
editor, in which the writer, not con- 
tent with the heavy contributions 
which the missionaries, or travelling 
preachers of this persuasion levy on 
their deluded followers, actually 
urges it as a duty which they owe to 
God, that they should set apart a 
well furnished room in every one of 
their dwelling-houses, provided with 
a library, writing apparatus, Nc. for 
the exclusive accommodation of 
these pious m ndicants. On pe- 
rusing this communication, which 
appeared evidently to be the pro- 
duction of one of that fraternity, it 
forcibly brought to my recollection 
an excellent account by the author 
of Sa.:doval, of the rapacity of the 
Monks in Spain, in extorting, either 
by force or fraud, contributions from 
the poor farmers, There is an ad- 
mirable scene of this sort at the 
house of Hipolito, an honest hus- 
bandman, near Logrono, which I 
have transcribed, and. from which it 
will be seen that the clergy are pret- 
ty much alike in all countries—ever 
on the alert to extort money, and, 
under the most hypocritical preten- 
ces, to deprive the industrious of the 
comforts of existence. 


Sandoval having alighted and 
tied his horse to a ring which was 
fixed to the wall of the farm-house 
of Hippolito, entered the parlor, 
where he found the landlord, his 
wife, and family, with the priest of 
the neighboring village, who had 
just arrived to obtain his tithes of 
corn, olives and wine. The priest, 
after asserting the divine right of 
tithes, clinched his assertion by one 
or two anecdotes : 

“You must know, Agustina,” 
said the priest, ‘‘that there was a 
wicked sinner in a village of Galli- 
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cia, of which I was vicar, so little 
conscientious, so lost to God and his 
saints, that in measuring the corn 
for the church, he made use of false 
measures to cheat her of her due. 
This horrible fraud God permitted 
for half a dozen times, though not 
without some warnings, such as 
frightful dreams and little fits of il- 
ness ; still the sinner attempted it a 
seventh time, when one of his eyes 
started at least an inch and a half 
from its socket; and on the cighth 
time he committed the deadly sin, 
the other did the same ; but will you 
believe that he took no warning 


from such a marked testimony of 


Grod’s wrath, and that he attempted 
the fraud a ninth time? Yet such 
was the fact, but horrible was the 
punishment! for suddenly his tongue 
was seen hanging nearly a foot out 
of his mouth, and in this horrible 
state he remained, exhibiting a 
frightful spectacle to the world, until 
he restored to the church what he 
had so sacrilegiously withheld from 
her. The other case,” continued 
he, “is no less affecting :—A hus- 
bandman had a vineyard and a 
daughter. She was as fair as a 
May-flower, and the vineyard as 
productive as a man could well wish. 
When the vintage came, the father 
formed the wicked intention of send- 
ing no tithes to the /agar belonging 
to the church, and, horrible to re- 
late, on the day of the vintage he 
found the whole vineyard dried up, 
and his beautiful daughter a lifeless 
corpse beneath one of the vines ! 
His despair may be imagined ; 
he ran distractedly about the coun- 
try, and climbing up to the summit 
of a high rock, sought the most pre- 
cipitous side, and taking a furious 
leap, dashed himself into the yawning 
abyss below. Thus does God punish 
the defrauder of our mother church 
in this world. And not only in this, 


for in the next the eternal flames 
shall make the very marrow of his 
bones boil within them, and burn 
without being consumed. As _ for 
yourselves, my dear parishioners, I 
need not recommend you to act like 
good Christians, and send the pre- 
mises to the village as soon and as 
exactly as the church commands ; 
and I am sure you will do it of your 
own good will, and from your strong 
sense of Christian duty. ” 

Saying this, he took his large 
round hat, gave his hand to the little 
brats who had stolen into the room 
again, and now skulked down on 
their knees to kiss it, wrapped him- 
self up in his ample black cloak, and 
with a ‘* May God pour out on you 
all his blessings,” walked out of the 
house with becoming gravity of de- 
meanor, accompanied as far as the 
door by the honest landlord, who, 
immediately after, re-entered the 
room, shaking his head, and saying, 
“ Ay, IT could have sworn he would 
not leave in the inkstand his ever- 
lasting stories of heavenly visitations 
on those who keep a few handfuls of 
their own corn, or a few bunches of 
their own grapes; and Ill wager 
any thing, that next week he’ll ho- 
nor us again with a visit, to treat 
about the tenth of the fowls, chickens, 
and eges, of the swine, sheep, and 
lambs, of the oxen, cows, and calves 
of the ——” 

Here a salutation of ‘* Deo Gra- 
tias,” at the door, interrupted Hipo- 
lito’s discourse, and presently a 
Franciscan friar, with his grey frock, 
large girdle, with a rosary suspended 
to it round his waist, the beads of 
which were almost the size of eggs, 
and a round straw hat, equal in shape 
and size to a good large parasol, 
made his appearance. He had on 
his shoulder a pair of large alforjas, 
(saddle bags) and on his left arm an 
empty sack. ‘* Good morning, sis- 
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ter Agustina,” said he, walking up 
to her, and sitting in the arm-chair 
with all the authority of an humble 
servant of God. ‘Good morning, 
gentlemen. Hard times these, sis- 
ter Agustina, for our poor commu- 
nity. I know not how it happens, 
but the faithful seem to hang back 
in their alms to our convent, and 
our poverty is extreme this year.— 
Only think, our reverend father, 
Alonso, your venerable father con- 
fessor, went yesterday without his 
chocolate in the morning, because 
the pious lady who furnished him 
usually with a few pounds of it, dy- 
ing the other day, no one has had 
the kindness to remember that he 
still remains in this world. Poor 
holy man! how dejected he looked! 
He wa: so distressed, that he could 
not go to the confessional, as he al- 
ways does, so that I fear we shall 
soon lose him.” Agustina was much 
moved at this pathetic account. She 
immediately got up, and opened a 
large chest, which occupied a corner 
of the room, took out of it six cakes 
of chocolate, weighing an ounce 
ach, and, putting them into the 
friar’s hand, said, ‘“‘ There, brother, 
give that to his reverence, and tell 
him he shall hear from me before 
they are out, and that I hope he will 
include me in his prayers.” ‘ That 
he will, and you may depend on it,” 
said the friar, taking the cakes and 
thrusting them into his wide sleeve. 
‘“‘'The prayers, penances, and flog- 
gings of the brethren have been very 
beneticial this year to the crops ; for 
J am informed the abundance of corn 
was very great, and as I am come 
to fetch the alms for our convent, 
perhaps you will serve me now, for 
[have at the door the donkey to 
convey them, and, as I have already 
said, the community being much 
distressed, they would be glad of a 
double*tation, for which you will 
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reap a double harvest next year.” 
‘‘Why, brother,” said Hipolito, 
‘“who was the wag who informed 
you of this year’s abundance? [ll 
wager he was no proprietor of corn 
himself, or at least be feared not 
your frequ’nt applications, else he 
would not have told such a palpable 
falsehood. Why, there is almost 
a famine in the province for want of 
it.” 

“Pl tell you a good joke with 
which our father lecturer treated us 
the other day at the refactory, and 
which suits the present occasion to 
a hair,” said the friar, with a broad 
grin. ‘* He was reading the life of 
Saint Patrick, and when he came to 
that part when the crow brings him 
his daily loaf, he drew back his 
cowl, and scratching his head, said, 
‘‘ Brethren, would to God our faith- 
ful wouid all turn crows, for, hang 
me if I have seen this year as much 
as a loaf from one of them.” 

‘““ This joke, which, in the friar’s 
opinion, was excellent and apropos, 
shamed the landlady out of a couple 
of loaves, which he, on receiving, 
put into his bags; after which he 
walked to the middle of the room, 
stood beneath a little hole in the ceil- 
ing, and opening the mouth of the 
sack, fixed his eyes on the hole, and 
said, in a waggish tone, “ Let me 
see if | can perform a miracle. Now, 
Hipolito, walk up stairs, and let it 
rain corn ; [’ll make you the god of 
that element.” Hipolito shrugged 
up his shoulders, and walking up 
stairs, poured through the hole a 
faneca of corn, which the friar exam- 
ined carefully, to sce if it were of the 
best. ‘Sister Agustina,” said he, 
turning himself to her, “* when I am 
dead, come to my shrine, for if while 
I am alive I perform miracles like 
these, what must I do when I am in 
God’s holy keeping?” “Tis not 
quite certain he’ll take you into his 
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keeping,” said Hipolito, who re-en- 
tered as the friar spoke, ‘ there is 
Pero Botero too, who now and then 
insists on having his due, and he may 
perhaps put inhis claim for you.” ‘A 
pinch for that,” said the friar, grin- 
ning and stretching out his hand, in 
which he held a wooden snuff-box. 
Then addressing Agustina, he ad- 
ded,—‘‘is there not in your cellar 
a glass of the old friend, for the poor 
brother to wet his lips with?” It 
was now the landlady’s turn to serve. 
She left the room with a sanctified 
smile, and soon after returned with a 
tumbler containing half a pint of 
wine. The friar took it from her, 
and quaffed the wine off with a single 
jerk of the hand,—‘‘ Good,” said 
he, loudly smacking his lips, “ Pll 
bet a rosary that Hipolito will not for- 
get to send his skinful to the convent 
this year !—But now, lend mea hand 
to put this sack on my donkey’s back, 
for, by Saint Francis! you are an 
honest man, Hipolito, and you have 
given me here a good measure.” 

A succession of these priests fol- 
lowed, all equally avaricious and 
hypocritical. If Prometheus was 
chained to Mount Caucasus, and con- 
demned to have his liver perpetually 
knawed by a vulture, for stealing fire 
from heaven, what punishment will 
Lucifer prepare for those modern 
thieves in every sense of the word? 

S. A. 





To the Editor of the Correspondent. 
“Impinty ano Derism.” 

Sir, the first notice of your paper 
came to me through the American 
Traveller, a paper published in Bos- 
. ton. If you have seen that notice, 
you will know it to be in the common 
style oforthodoxy—charitable, meek, 
andkind. After noticing the gener- 
al object of the Correspondent, it con- 
cludes by saying, “ Tom Paine is 
the hero, and Reason the idol ;” and 
ends with this emphatic denunciation, 


“its end will be to be burned.” This 
is in the true inquisitorial manner. 
The truth seems to be, that the op- 
posers of human reason, whether 
they belong to the Mahometan or the 
Christian faith; whether they be 
proselyte or Priest, but more espe- 
cially if they be of the latter order, 
cannot bear contradiction in matters 
of faith. And, having been long in 
the habit of making large consign- 
ments to their principal agent the 
Devil, it is quite natural for them to 
send the objects of their dislike to his 
Satanic Majesty; or what is the 
same thing, consign them to the 
flames Indeed, so fond are these 
advocates of peace and good will, 
of summary justice, that they have 
only to enquire whether the speaker 
or the writer denies the truth of their 
dogmas. If he does, he and his la- 
bors are at once cast into the fire to 
be tried. This mode of trying per- 
sens after they have been condemn- 
ed, is of very ancient date among the 
religious. 

Not having forgotten the offen- 
ces of Mr. Paine in the premis- 
es, the editor of the Traveller dis- 
dainfully calls him Tom: ‘ Tom 
Paine is the hero, and Reason the 
idol.” That Paine was, in reality a 
hero, and that truth and reason are 
fit objects of our devotion, I have no 
wish todeny. Thomas Paine, how- 
ever, as an enlightened politician, 
and an intrepid philanthropist, will 
be remembered and revered, when 
such defamers, as the editor of the 
Traveller, shall have sunk to an eter- 
nal rest from their humble vocation. 
There is a redeeming spint in the 
patriotism and good sense of the 
American people, which has already 
done justice to the sage of Monticel- 
lo. No bitterness could be more 
bitter, and no denunciation heavier, 
than that which the faithful in reli- 
gion, and the friends of absolute gov- 
ernment, indulged in towards him, 
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whom they then, in terms of unqual- 
ified reproach, called Tom Jefferson: 
And, we venture the prediction, not 
in the spirit of prophecy, but in the 
assurance of reasonable calculation, 
that the day is not far distant, when 
Thomas Paine will be placed among 
the greatest men of liis age. 

The consigning of the Correspon- 
dent to the flames, puts me in mind 
of an occurrence, some two or three 
years ago, in Charleston, where at a 
sale by auction of Voltaire’s works, 
to the amount of more than fifty vol- 
umes, a few of the pious joined their 
purses and purchased the whole lot ; 
and then, with much self complacen- 
cy, made a bonfire of them, and got 
themselves noticed in the papers. 
This was a ready way of having their 
names associated with the great and 
good Voltaire; and, at the same 
time, the shortest and easiest way of 
confuting his reasoning. 

This mode, however, of disposing 
of heretical opinions and offensive 
doctrines, is not peculiar to the chris- 
tian world. To find out who first 
set the example of this summary 
+mode of argument, would require 
more elaborate investigation than I 
can now bestow on the enquiry ; but 
it is quite certain, that the Popes and 
the Caliphs, have both followed it. 
The Mahometans exhibited a nota- 
ble instance of this short way to 
maintain the true faith, in the de- 
struction of the seven hundred thou- 
sand volumes, which were found in 
the library at Alexandria, when they 
took that city in 638. John Philo- 
ponus, a Theripatetic Philosopher, 
would fain have saved this valuable 
repository, of literature and science, 
and, accordingly made interest with 
Amrou the Saracen General to that 
effect, Amrou, both from feelings 
of friendship to the philosopher, and 
contempt for the treasure he begged, 
would have readily granted his re- 
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quest ; but it was not in his power to 
do so, until he had consulted the Ca- 
liph Omar, to know how he meant to 
have the books disposed of. The 
answer of the Caliph was in the true 
spirit of the believer who wishes to 
keep both his own and his people’s 
faith uncontaminated by discussion. 
“Tf,” says he, in his answer to his 
general, ‘the writings of which you 
speak to me, agree with the Alcoran, 
or revelation of God, then they are 
useless ; but, if they disagree with it, 
then they are vile stuff, and ought to 
be burned.* And if this sentence, 
which the Caliph Omar passed 
against the Alexandria Library, has 
been condemned by thousands of 
the good and the wise in the Chris- 
tian world, it is no less true, also, 
that it has been followed and approv- 
ed in practice by far greater num- 
bers in all ages of the Church; espe- 
cially by such men as those of the 
present day, who can easier exhibit 
their gaul than their arguments—ea- 
sier burn a pamphlet that exposes 
the folly and absurdity of their reli- 
gious faith, than meet its contents in 
the fair field of argument. 
Looker on. 


* These 700,000 volumes were distributed 
among the four thousand Baths of Alexandria, 
and lasted as fuel to heat the water with for 
more than a month and a half. 


‘ 





For the Correspondent. 
Mepicat Practice. 

Mr. Editor: I have long enter- 
tained an opinion that the plan you 
have suggested with respect to the 
profession of the law, should be 
adopted in that of Medicine. The 
physician, although he is not a di- 
rect productive member of society, 
is indirectly so, inasmuch as he ena- 
bles those who are disabled, to be- 
come so by shortening their indispo- 
sition. He may be emphatically 
called one of the servants of the pub- ° 
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lic, and as such his grand object is 
by relieving the pain and suffering of 
its members to contribute to their 
happiness : but how many are there 
who have it not in their power to em- 
ploy a physician ; who are not of that 
class whose circumstances place 
them above want, and yet are among 
those who are not considered as en- 
titled to the relief from public chari- 
ties, and do not wish it, as they gain 
a mere subsistence from their indus- 
try. To fulfil the object of relieving 
this portion of citizens, the appoint- 
ment of physicians with fixed sala- 
ries, would have a salutary and bene- 
ficial effect ; it would prevent many 
from finally beceming paupers ; it 
would prevent many lingering sick- 
nesses, and thereby much loss of 
time ; and as the wealth of society 
depends upon the productive class, in 
a great measure, it would be a say- 
ing of wealth to the community, and 
thus fully make up for the amount of 
the salary paid, which would come 
out of the public treasury, and thus 
be more equally distributed upon the 
public. Cexrsus Jun’R. 





For the Correspondent. 
Procress or Inquiry. 


Mr. Editor: The notice which ap- 
peared in the New-York Times, and 
afterwards in the Boston Traveller, 
though it may have had the desired 
effect in exciting odium in some weak 
minds, has also in one instance, 
conferred a benefit :—namely, in- 
forming me of the existence of such 
a paper as I had long anxiously wait- 
ed to see, and thereby procuring you 
asubscriber. Still the benefit that 
has accrued from it, does not at all 
discharge the obloquy of the intent. 
However the principles of Deism 
may be looked on with detestation, 
or rather with dread by some blinded 
enthusiasts, the time is not far dis- 
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tant when it will be the prevailing, if 
not the only ism. And though the 
prediction, as to your paper, should 
happen, the principles it inculcates 
must eventually triumph. Founded 
on Reason, the irresistible antagonist 
of prejudice and superstition, “ it 
carries on its front,” an honest con- 
viction of truth. 

Free inquiry has made such rapid 
advances in this “ enlightened and 
christian community,” that a paper 
of the character of yours is muck 
wanted, and I rejoice that it has made 
its appearance ; not for the purpose 
of supporting a religious party, nor 
or party purposes; but to create a 
Spirit of inquiry as to a subject of the 
utmost importance; and to mark the 
developement of tenets that have long 
been confined to a few scattered in- 
dividuals, though among them may 
be numbered some of the most con- 
spicuous characters of the age in 
which they live. The followers of 
Luther and Calvin, (although they 
dissented from the catholics in some 
points of doctrine, adhered to the 
same principal religion,) were brand- 
ed with epithets more approbrious 
than are attached to the adherents 
of the monstrous doctrine of Reason, 
and with denunciations more appal- 
ling than are cast on the Correspon- 
dent ; inasmuch as they were attend- 
ed with the utmost personal danger 
to the former, while they fall perfect- 
ly harmless on the latter. 

SENECA. 





Priests, &c. 1 Rome.—The last Census 
of the inhabitants of Rome, taken at the period 
of Faster, 1824, gives us the following statis- 
tical particulars :—The number of the inhabi- 
tants is 138,520, of which 66,237 are females. 
Protestants, Turks, Infidels, and Jews, are not 
comprehended in this number, There are at 
Rome 81 principal churches, 32 bishops, 1,470 
priests, 1,613 monks, 1,318 nuns, 469 semina- 
ries, 1,290 poor in the hospitals, and 1,080 de- 
tained in prison. The number of marriages 
was 1,369. 
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She Correspondent. 


Magna est Veritas et Prevalebit. 

















NEW-YORK, FEBRUARY 17, 1827. 








Modern Priestianity.—The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the WVoles, 
mentioned in our last, of a Sermon 
preached in St. Paul’s Church, in 
this city, on the evening of the 11th 
inst. by Mr. Griffin :— 

The preacher observed, that 
** several celebrated European wri- 
ters had done every thing in their 
power to hoodwink the eyes of the 
ignorant and credulous, against the 
truths of revealed religion ; and in 
France they had been unfortunately 
successful in gaining many prose- 
lites to their infamous doctrines, 
which were only calculated to mature 
them for endless woe; and sorry 
am I to say, that in this city, great 
pains have recently been taken to 
disseminate the doctrines as taught 
by Paine and others. A_ periodical 
work is established, and industrious- 

vly circulated, edited (unfortunately 
fer the too credulous and unthink- 
ing part of the community) by a per- 
son of acknowledged talents.” The 
preacher appeared to have studied 
his subject with great care, and cer- 
tainly was most happy in his lan- 
guage, and acute in his reasoning. 
He observed that ‘‘ such publications 
should be suppressed in the bud, 
and that all those who have any re- 
gard for their families and friends, 
and, in a word, the whole human 
race, should spare no pains to root 
out such doctrines, and to stamp 
with infamy any one who might sub- 
scribe to a publication of the kind.” 
_ Although we do not vouch for the 
correctness of every word in this 
statement, we are satisfied that the 
gentlemen from whom we received 
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it, has not willingly misrepresented 
the meaning of the speaker, which, 
indeed, he could have no motive for 
doing, as he is avowedly an Episco- 
palian, aed openly declares his dis- 
sent from the principles maintained 
inthe Correspondent. Hitherto we 
had believed, and cherished the idea, 
that the religious party in this coun- 
try with which Mr. Griffin is con- 
nected, was the most tolerant of all 
the Christian sects. Connecting 
the sentiments, however, in the 
above notes, with a recent attempt 
of that party, toinduce the grand 
jury to find a bill against a brother 
editor, for publishing a harmless 
pasquinade, we can no longer per- 
mit ourselves to think that the Epis- 
copal priests possess more liberali- 
ty than the priests in general. They 
are undoubtedly mcre learned, and 
possess greater revenues than any 
other of the protestant clergy. But 
when there is a question involving 
their temporalities, they are as intol- 
erant and display as much rancour 
against those who agitate the sub- 
ject, as the most illiterate preachers 
among the other sects. 

The phillipic in which Mr. 
Griffin is said to have indulged 
against European’ writers, for 
their efforts to enlighten man- 
kind, which he calls “to hood- 
wink the eyes of the ignorant and 
credulous,” is so common place, 
that it scarcely merited a passing 
notice, were it not to expose the 
contemptible shifts to which bigots 
resort, in order to calumniate their 
opponents. They will not argue 
with them, because they know that 
it would be fatal to their power to 
exhibit to their flocks the weakness 
of the cause. They, therefore, 
content themselves with employing 
abuse, a mode of attack which they 
know has more weight with the 
weak minded and _ superstitious, 
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than the most transcendant rea- 
soning. Instead of attempting 
to demonstrate what our preacher 
calls the ‘‘truths of revealed reli- 
gion,” they labor to excite in the 
minds of their hearers, a deadly ha- 
tred against every one who may not 
be disposed to admit without exa- 
mination, all the doctrines which 
they teach. They pronounce their 
opinions infamous and Atheistical, 
and doom all to perdition who may 
have adopted them. In this way 
the priests of religion entrench them- 
selves amidst the worst passions of 
human nature, and hold the multi- 
tude attached to their cause by ima- 
ginary terrors. ‘ The regions of 
endless woe,” is the fate said to 
have been denounced by Mr. Grif- 
fin on all those of the French na- 
tion who have had the courage to 
throw off the trammels of supersti- 
tion, and to assert the dignity of 
reason. It was of no consequence 
to this fiery preacher, that in renoun- 
cing catholicism, the French people 
had abandoned doctrines, which all 
protestants had declared to be tdola- 
try, and decided on believing only 
inthe unity of the Deity, and the 
paramount importance of virtue.— 
To dare to think for themselves,— 
to exercise those rational faculties 
which alone can render men respec- 
table and happy, are crimes in the 
estimation of this infuriated preach- 
er, of so enormous a die, that they 
cannot be atoned but by an eternity 
of the most horrible misery! Hay- 
ving thus disposed of all the French 
liberals in a way so truly character- 
istic of a Christian pastor, Mr. G. 
proceeds to denounce our labors ; 
to call for the suppression of “this 
work, and charitably to recom- 
mend, that all who patronize it, 
should be “ stamped with infamy.” 
We shall not place ourselves on a 
level with this reverend gentleman, 
by retorting his language. It is e- 


nough (if he really uttered it,) to give 
it publicity, to render him an object 
of compassion witb all who prize ci- 
vil and religious liberty. It was only 
the other day, that this paper was 
doomed to the flames, by a fanatic, 
who has no pretensions to the cha- 
racter of being a “ preacher of 
righteousness.” Now, wehave one 
claiming that character, who profess- 
es to follow the footsteps of the 
“meek and lowly Jesus,” who ac- 
knowledges it to be his duty to ‘ per- 
suade’ men to ‘try all things, and hold 
fast to that which is best’—‘‘to judge 
in themselves what is right,” and 
that it is contrary to the letter and to 
the spirit of the religion he professes, 
to resort to any thing like compulsion 
in promulgating or defending its te- 
nets, here we have such an one, arro- 
gating the right of dictating what 
opinions ought to be published, of 
calling for their suppression when 
they do not coincide with his own 
contracted ideas, and pronouncing a 
stigma of infamy on all who sub- 
scribe to a publication, of which he, 
forsooth, does not approve ! 

It would only be giving importance 
to the individual who could in this 
enlightened age, and in a free coun- 
try, utter such ridiculous sentiments, 
to enlarge further on them here. If 
the principle of proscribing writings 
be admitted where will it stop ?— 
“ Allaw it, (observes Mr. Fox,) 
against atheism even, and it will ad- 
vance against deism ; allowit against 
deism, and it will advance against 
heresy ; and what is heresy? There 
is no medium in principle between 
the liberty ofall, and tie tyranny of 
a particular sect. Christians, you 
kindle a flame in which yourselves 
may perish. Look back to your 
fourders, your martyrs, your reform- 
ers: what you say of deists was 
said of them ; what you do to deists 
was done to them; they outraged 
the feelings of the society in which 
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they lived; they were condemned 
for the defence of the ignorant ; they 
were held as blasphemers; they were 
dragged as criminalsto the bar. Are 
such recollections favorable to your 
re-acting those scenes ? What would 
an Apostle say, raised from the dead, 
and led irto your courts? Where 
would he naturally look for his fel- 
low disciple: on the bench, er at 
the bar? How would he lament that 
all the sufferings of the christians by 
persecution, have not taught its pro- 
fessors to sympathize with the perse- 
cuted—to abstain from persecution!” 





Authenticity of the Jewish Books. — 
We have received a second letter from 
our correspondent Monitor, in which 
he endeavors to support the authen- 
ticity ofthe books of Moses on two 
grounds—first, on what he considers 
the external, and 2dly, the mmternal 
evidence, which he thinks exists of 
these books having been written by 
that person. On the first of these 
points he remarks— 

“The authenticity of the books 

_attributed to Moses is confirmed by 


“the whole nation of the Jews, whose 


deliverance from Egyptian slavery, 
and 40 years existence in a waste 
howling desart of sandy barrens they 
certainly must have known, and could 
not have readily forgot. Such 
testimony is great. !t is authentic, 
and stronger by far than any an- 
cient books whatever. What histo- 
ry of any ancient nation has equal 
authenticity? Not of Herodotus, 
Tacitus, Pliny, nor Salust. Ezra 
could not have imposed these wri- 
tings, and those of Joshua, Samuel, 
&c. on the Jewish nation, as some 
have asserted : For the Jews were 
captive only 70 years, and could not 
have been so easily deceived.” 

In advancing the above statement, 
Monitor seems to have taken it for 
granted that the Jews were always 
an intelligent, cautious, and observ- 


ing people, incapable of being de- 
ceived either by their prophets or 
priests. It requires but a very slight 
attention however, to their early his- 
tory to discover, that of all nations 
which existed on the earth at the 
time they were slaves in Egypt, and 
while wandering in the desarts of Ara- 
bia, they were the most ignorant, the 
most stupid and the most credulous. 
Appolonius, as quoted by Josephus, 
in his work against Apion, said of 
them, that ‘‘ they were the most tri- 
fling of all the barbarians, and that 
they were the only people who had 
never found out any thing useful for 
life.” © Josephus, so far from deny- 
ing this statement, merely attempts 
to apologise for the ignorance and 
barbarism of his countrymen ; who, 
he says, had ‘no communication 
with the Greeks,” and “‘ never affect- 
ed to write any thing.” St. Cyril of 
Alexandria, in his reply to Julian, 
speaking of the Jews at the period 
to which we allude, admitted that 
they were “ grossly ignorant— some 
of them adored the heavens, and 
others the sun, with the title of Gods ; 
and others studied to attribute the 
glory of the supreme being to the 
moon and stars ; to the earth, water, 
and planets, to beasts and birds.” 
Dr. Burnet, refering to the same pe- 
riod, says of them in his -?rehalogia 
Philosophie, that “‘ they were of a 
grossand slugglish nature—of a dull 
and heavy disposition—bereaved of 
humanity—a vilecompany of men— 
an assembly of slaves, brought out 
of Egyptian prisons, who understood 
no art but that of making bricks.” 
In their own books there is nothing 
to warrant even a supposition that 
their intellects were of a higher order 
than other writers, represent. So 
much, indeed were their minds de- 
graded by superstition, and so prone 
were they to embrace the idolatry of 
the surrounding nations, that even at 
the very moment they are represent- 
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ed,in the old testament, as deeply 
impressed with the mighty deeds 
which Jehovah is said to have per- 
formed for them, they embraced the 
opportunity, when their leader had 
told them he was engaged in devis- 
ing means with the Deity for their 
advantage, to set up a calf in his 
stead as an object of adoration! Yet 
it is to the testimony of such a people 
we are referred by Monitor, as a 
proof of the authenticity of their own 
writings! He might as well have 
adduced the testimony of the follow- 
ers of Mahomet, to prove that the 
angel Gabriel was commissioned by 
God to deliver the leaves of the Al- 
coran to their prophet. 

The fact is, we have in the Jewish 
books themselves the most incontro- 
vertible evidence that Moses did not 
compose any part of these writings. 
—In the 22d chapter of the 2d book 
of Kings, ver. Sth, it is said, ‘‘ And 
Hilkiah the high priest said unto Sha- 
phan the scribe, I have found the 
book of the law in the houce of the 
lord: and Hilkiah gave the book to 
Shaphan, and he read it. And Sha- 
phan shewed the king saying, Hilki- 
ah the priest hath delivered me a 
book; and Shaphan read it before 
the king. Andit came to pass when 
the king had heard the words of the 
book of the law, that he rent his 
clothes.” 

It is evident from this passage, 
that if the book of the law once exist- 
ed, it had been for some time entire- 
ly lost. It also proves that there 
was only one copy then in possession of 
the whole Jewish nation, & that they 
were indebted for this copy to apriest, 
who offered no evidence of the truth 
of his statement but his own word ! 
We also find in the following chap- 
ter, that the king assembled together 
the whole nation of the Jews, includ- 
ing the priests and the prophets, to 
whom he caused the newly found 
book to be read, and that they ac- 
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knowledged it to be genuine without 
further enquiry. All this may be sa- 
tisfactory to such as are accustomed 
without examination to consider the 
Bible a sacred book.. But those who 
consult reason willask, what authori- 
ty there 1s for believing even the ac- 
count, given in the book of kings, of 
the pretended finding of the laws of 
Moses? Who was the author of this 
account? Was he a Jew interested 
in the establishment of the fact ? Or 
was he rather a priest, who like the 
priests of all other religions, never 
hesitate to fabricate writings, and to 
call them inspired, when they wish 
to promote their own ambitious views? 
If we know not who wrote, or com- 
piled the book of kings, what evi- 
dence have we that is not the work of 
an impostor? Even should this diffi- 
culty be removed, where is the gua- 
rantee that the author of this book 
was not himself deceived as to the 
truth of the facts he published. Was 
the story of finding the book of the 
law, told him by Hilkiah himself, or 
did he learn it from some other per- 
son? Until these questions are sa- 
tisfactorily answered, the whole ac- 
count must be regarded as an inven- 
tion of Hilkiah or some other priest, 
in order to obtain credence for a 
work which he had fabricated, and 
which, with the aid of king Josiah, 
it was wished to palm on the people 
as the genuine book of the law. 
Without this, they found that it would 
be impossible to govern a people 
who, at all times, were the dupes of 
deception, and constantly under the 
influence of superstition. 

The absurdity of making Moses, 
in the book of Deuteronomy, give 
an account of his own death, must 
have occurred to the most superfi- 
cial observer. Besides, the words 
concerning his sepulchre, that ‘no 
man knows of it to this day,” clearly 
show that they must have been 
written at a period very remote from 
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that in which he was buried. In 
the five books attributed to him, in- 
numerable passages are to be found 
clearly establishing the same fact, 
and which have been frequently re- 
ferred to, without the advocates of 
the Jewish or Christian systems be- 
. ing able to evade the obvious con- 
clusion, to which they all lead, that 
the Old Testament books must hav e 
been written or compiled after the 
Babylonish captivity, during which 
the Jews not only hid no written 
code of laws, but entirely forgot 
their own language. 

We are aware that Irencus, who 
lived about the close of the. second 
century, (and who acknowedged that 
‘the Scriptures were perished” du- 
ring the 70 years captivity) states 
that ‘‘God inspired Esdras, the 
priest of the tribe of Levi, that he 
restored again all the sayings of the 
former prophets, and delivered unto 
the people the law given by Moses.” 
Moniter considers this authority as 
undeserving of attention, although 
the celebrated Eusebius, and many 
others who critically examined the 

subject, held it to be good evidence. 
One thing, at least, it proves incon- 
trovertibly—namely, that in the first 
ages of the church it was generally 
believed the Jewish books, if any 
part of them existed previous to the 
captivity, were subsequently lost, 
and that we are indebted for their 
existence, in their present shape, to 
the labors of some priest or scribe, 
after the return from Babylon. 

As to the internal evidence urged 
by Moniter, we shall be brief. No 
written book whatever can be ad- 
mitted to prove its own authenticity. 
The ease by which it might be alter- 
ed and interpolated by transcribers, 
or by persons interested in changing 
the meaning of the author, renders 
this manifest. But if it be clearly 
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proved against the book itself thaé 
itis of doubtful authority as to the 
authorship, contains contradictory 
statements, and maintains proposi- 
tions subversive of the first princi- 
ples of natural philosophy, it falls to 
be rejected as a spurious production. 
[t is an established principle of law, 
and of common sense, that the tes- 
timony of a witness whose veracity 
is impeached, cannot be admitted as 
evidence. 

ur Prospects—The numerous 
congratulatory communications we 
are daily receiving from all parts of 
the Union, and the repeated assu- 
rances tendered by the friends of 
liberal principles, render it no longer 
problematical, that the Correspon- 
dent, netwithstanding the efforts of 
bigotry to put it down, will keep its 
ground. Already the subscription 
list exceeds our most sanguine ex- 
pectations, and although we have 
had, and still have, many difficulties 
to encounter, we confidently antici- 
pate thet we shall overcome them 
all, through the kind patronage of 
those who correctly estimate civil 
and religious liberty. If the aid we 
receive is commensurate with our 
devotion to the cause, we shall be 
satisfied. We have fearlessly em- 
barked in it from principle, and no- 
thing can induce us to abandon it 
but the lack of support from those 
we consider of congenial minds. 


Free Press  Association.—This 
Society has commenced under the 
most favorable auspices. The Con- 
stitution, which we published in our 
last, has been subscribed by a re- 
spectable number of citizens. At 
the meeting on the 18th inst. lec- 
tures on interesting topics were de- 
livered ; and the ground work of a 
Library has been laid by dona- 
of several valuable books. 





